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The progression of diabetic retinopathy after combined pancreatic and kidney transplantation was studied in eight patients for 12 to 49 months. Four patients who had rapid pancreatic graft failure constituted a control group for comparison with four patients who retained functioning grafts. Using Fisher's exact probability test, the authors found no posttransplantation difference between the two groups in visual acuity lost, severity of diabetic macular edema, extent of capillary closure, progression of preretinal gliosis, development of disc or preretinal neovascularization, or worsening of the severity of the retinopathy. Achievement of normoglycemia by pancreatic transplantation is not effective in halting the progression of diabetic retinopathy in patients who already have severe diabetic microangiopathy joined the current follow-up.